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Mission Statement 
The stated purpose of CCA 
is to advise and educate the  
public on conservation of  

marine resources. The  
objective of CCA is to  
conserve, promote and  
enhance the present and  

future availability of these 
coastal resources for the 
benefit and enjoyment of  

the  general public 

 
TO JOIN CCA JUST COME 

TO THE MEETINGS 
IF YOU WANT TO GET  

INVOLVED CALL  
DAN AT  637-7305 

Please Support  the  
Guides on Page  4, 

the Advertisers in our  
Newsletter and the  

Business who contribute 
to our raffle 

 

BECAUSE 
They Support CCA 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT MEETING WILL BE 
June 28 AT 7 PM 

AT THE CHARLOTTE  
HARBOR EVENT &  

CONFERENCE CENTER 
75 TAYLOR STREET 
PUNTA GORDA, FL 
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Greetings Everyone, 
 

Seems like every time I want to go 
fishing the wind starts blowing.  
Soon though, I’m sure when I’m 
out there in the middle of the har-
bor and it feels like 100 degrees and no wind, I’ll 
wish for a little of the wind we seem to have been 
having all spring. 
 

At the last membership meeting John Flowers of J & 
C Drydock gave a very interesting and valuable talk 
on outboards, fuel issues, and maintenance.  A lot of 
us were ready to march on Washington by the end of 
the meeting about the ethanol in gas and what it is 
doing to our outboards.   
 
 

Our next meeting promises to be very interesting.  
We are having Captain Al White of Boca on the Fly 
speak on Blue Water Fly Fishing—the where when 
and how to fish for Pelagic fish.  Captain Al is a well 
known guide out of Boca Grande.  Check out his web 
site, www.Bocaonthefly.com 
 

One comment that many members seem to make 
with some frequency goes something like this,  
 

“It would be nice if you (CCA Florida) would 
do something about hatchery programs like 
other states (TX, LA, MS, etc) have to supple-
ment the fish stocks.”  

 

Believe me, the lack of a significant hatchery pro-
gram is not for lack of trying by CCA Florida.  We 
have been up against state budgetary problems and 
to make matters worse fighting an attempt by a 
Senator in the legislature this year trying to eliminate 
any fee for fishing licenses.  This would have evis-
cerated the Fish and Wildlife budget as you can well 
imagine. 
 

Nonetheless, our chapter and CCA Florida is always 
looking for opportunities to exploit to make a viable 
hatchery program more than just a dream.  Below is 
a report by two of our directors, Bob Leonard and 
Pete Herber, who just came back from a meeting in 
Tampa regarding fish hatcheries.  Bob and Pete plan 
to give an expanded talk on their visit at a future 
meeting. 
 

As always, we are constantly looking out for the best 
interests of the saltwater recreational fisherman and 
appreciate your comments and support. 
 

Dan Ferraris, Pres. 
Charlotte Chapter 
df@embarqmail.com 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE  
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Close the Door on Sector Separation 
 
The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council meets next week in Key West, Florida, and in spite of opposition 
from governors, Congress and the vast majority of recreational anglers, NOAA Fisheries has unveiled a proposal for the 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council to split the recreational angling sector, take red snapper from the recrea-
tional quota and give them to headboats in a catch share program. 
 
Next week in a closed session, the Council will appoint an advisory panel to make recommendations on a new Individual 
Fishing Quota (IFQ) program for headboats. NOAA staff is selling the plan as a way for headboats to have a longer red 
snapper season. Left unsaid is that given the limited recreational allocation, giving more fish to headboats so that their 
season can be extended is only  possible by taking fish away from the private angling sector. 
 
Coastal Conservation Association is asking its members in the Gulf states to click the link below to send a request for the 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council to reject the idea of sector separation and catch share programs in the rec-
reational sector on the grounds that the concepts do not make economic sense and they do not make good policy 
sense.  Why pit one group of recreational anglers who fish aboard their own private boats against recreational anglers 
who fish aboard headboats?  NOAA Fisheries' attempt to divide and conquer recreational fishermen is contrary to the 
wishes of Gulf governors, the Congress and anglers all across the coast.  
 
Ask the Gulf Council to STOP exploring short-sighted shortcuts to managing our federal fisheries once and for all, and 
instead focus on reallocation and better data to create well-managed fisheries that make economic sense for the states, 
conservation sense for the resource and common sense for anglers. 
 
For  background information on catch share programs and why CCA objects to their use in recreational fisheries, go to 
the Catch Share section of the CCA Newsroom. 
 
Click the link below to log in and send your message: 
http://www.votervoice.net/link/target/coastal/QWR6WWgK.aspx  

CCA Member and PGI Fishing Club, Master Angler, Joa nne Landeker caught this nice trout and red-
fish in the Harbor.  Nice trout Joanne 
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JUNE 
 MEETING RAFFLE TICKET PRIZES 

 
$25 Gift Certificate donated by Laishley Marine  

 

$10 Gift Certificate donated by Rio Villa Bait and Tackle 
 

Gift Certificate from Ingman  Marine for 1 gal of Y amalube 
 

ShadeZ Mangrove Sungloves donated by  Charlotte Cha pter 
 

Gift Certificate from Florida PaddleSports for a 4- Hour Kayak Rental 
 

Assorted Lures donated by Charlotte Chapter 
 

 

CCA Florida CCA Florida --  Charlotte ChapterCharlotte Chapter  
  

THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING CAPTAINS FOR THEIR DONATION S 
 

The fishing guides listed below have donated trips to our 21st Annual Banquet. Our Chapter members wish to 
express their gratitude to them for their generosity. Please patronize these captains whenever you are consider-
ing a guided trip in area waters. Each Captain will do their best to give you a great day of fishing. 
 

Capt. Ralph Allen Capt. Mike Myers       Capt. Frank Ciurca 
King Fisher Fleet Reel Shark Charters       941-347-8700 
941-639-0969 941-416-8047             www.saltflyfish.com 
www.kingfisherfleet.com                         www.reelshark.com      

Capt. Al White Capt. Mike Manis        Capt. Les Hill 
Boca on the Fly Flats Captain Charters       941-743-6622 
941-830-1375  941-628-7895 
www.bocaonthefly.com   www.flatscaptain.com  

Capt. Andy Medina Capt. F. Van den Broeck        Capt. Dave Andrews 
Medina Fishing Charters Back Draft Charters         Andrews Fishing 
941-456-1540    941-661-4996                               239-410-7194 
www.bentrods4u.com                         www.backdraft-charters.com        www.daveandrewsfishing.com         
             

Capt. Tony Petrella    Capt. Jay Withers         Capt. Ladd Stevens 
Type Loops Fly Fishing   Silver Lining Charters        Sporting Life Flyfishing 
941-496-4289 941-204-5229                   941-356-2069 
www.tightloopsflyfishing.com  www.flathookedup.com        www.sportinglifeflyfishn.com 

Capt. Dan Cambern Capt. Jamie Allen 
Hammerhead Fishing Charters Shallow Water Guide Sere\vice 
941-380-6226 941-628-9031    
www.hammerheadcharters.com www.jamiesoutfishing.com      
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Gulf of Mexico 
 

Offshore anglers will hope to see "red" 
this month with the seasons for both 
red grouper and red snapper open.  
Patches of flat limestone rock in at least 65 feet of water 
(deeper is better) are good for red grouper, but for red 
snapper during the short, seven week season you 
should probably plan on running to at least 120 feet of 
water.  Closer to home, the action on wrecks and artifi-
cial reefs in 30 to 60 feet of water can be good for a mix 
of species if you bait accordingly:  shrimp for mangrove 
snapper, small live crabs for permit, live threadfins for 
kings and cudas, and just about anything big for Goliath 
grouper.  It's been really tough to keep track of this 
year's constantly changing regulations so here's a re-
minder:  Gag grouper is now closed in the Gulf and will 
open for a two month fall season from Sept. 16 to Nov. 
15, then will close for the remainder of the year.  Also, 
we are now in the newly-created summer closed season 
for greater amberjack which encompasses the months of 
June and July. 
 

Charlotte Harbor 
 

The spring tarpon run is full-on.  Boca Grande Pass, as 
usual, has provided spurts of red hot action (and some 
periods of slow fishing) for the throngs of fishermen who 
gather there.  Beach fishing has been hampered some-
what by windy weather, but recent calm mornings have 
been fishable.  Tarpon fishing in the bay has been up 
and down as groups of fish move into and out of the 
deep holes and the river mouths, but fishing the deep 
holes has it's fringe benefits:  it's been a good spring for 
sharks and for cobia, both of which can be a fun by-
catch while waiting for a tarpon bite.  It's also been a 
good spring for trout with some really nice fish on the 
flats on both sides of the harbor, and Spanish mackerel 
are still flurrying off and on.  Most snook fishermen 
agree:  snook seem to have benefited from the year and 
a half that the season has been closed.  (Not all agree 
about whether the scheduled Sept. 1 snook season 
opener would be a good thing.)   
 
Gag grouper: closed June 1 t0 Sept. 15,  
Reopens Sept. 16 to Nov. 16 
Red snapper season opened June 1 closes July 20 
Greater Amberjack closed June 1, opens August 1 
Trout season closes Nov. 1, opens Jan. 1 
Snook season opens September 1 

����������	
��
�

 Capt. Ralph Allen 
King Fisher Fleet 

www.kingfisherfleet.com 
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    2011 CCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

President     Dan Ferraris 637-7305 
Vice President    Jim Glenn  639-2511 
Secretary    Robin Leonard 505-8556 
Treasurer    Jeff Nilsson  637-5794 
Membership    Pete Herber  505-1344 
Program    Sandy Limberger  898-5238 
Publicity   
State Liaison    Len Harris  639-6546 
Newsletter    Dick Doster  661-6720 
Past President    Tom Kasprzak 240-2699 
     John Beane  637-7748 
     Mark De Grove 637-0449 
     Bob Leonard 505-8556 
     Tom Parsons 639-2360 
     Alan Rubin  629-8326 
     Mark Stancil  764-1341 
     Ken Deiffenback 639-7285 

Bob Busler caught these nice Gags in the Harbor, bu t 
he won’t tell us where.  He says it is a secret spo t . 

Guess who caught this cobia? 
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FLORIDA SALTWATER HATCHERIES-MAYBE 
 
Recently we were invited to attend an update on the state of the fish hatchery located in Port manatee on 
Tampa Bay. We had been under the impression that this hatchery was shut down and was in the process of 
being dismantled prior to it being moved to another site. Boy, were we wrong. 
 
The hatchery has been in continuous operation since the 90’s. When we got there we found a completely 
revamped rearing program that eliminated the old quarter acre ponds. In their place was a modern state of 
the art “Closed Loop” system that was entirely indoors where climate controlled propagation was being con-
ducted. The old quarter acre ponds had been converted to raising marsh grasses for free distribution to any 
group wanting to do a restoration project. 
 
The meeting was attended by several members of the Hatchery Initiative as well as representatives from 
other states, including CCA executives from Louisiana & our National office.  Chris Young, the current Hatch-
ery research administrator, treated us to a tour of the facility. Chris is the power behind the efforts to learn 
how to raise Redfish for introduction into the wild. He has continued the work of Bill Halstead the previous 
administrator with whom CCA worked closely to insure the success of the program. They have succeeded in 
their efforts and now feel confident that they can propagate and raise Redfish to any size needed for release. 
Phase III fish were determined to be the ultimate goal for releasable fish and a goal of 5 million Phase I fish 
for each coast was established as attainable.  
 
The downside to this great news is that due to severe budget restrictions created by the failing economy, 
hatchery operations are looked upon as an unnecessary expenditure. In order to implement the plan of es-
tablishing a network of hatcheries and “grow out” facilities a source of continuous funding will have to be 
found. They and CCA are working on it.   
 
Bob Leonard 
Pete Herber 

LOCAL COAST GUARD AUXILIARY celebrates 50 thAnniversary 
 
On May 19th Flotilla 98 of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary celebrated its 50th Anniversary at Harbor 
Heights Park in Punta Gorda.  On that date in 1961, Flotilla 98 was chartered with 50 men and women who 
were interested in promoting boating safety and fostering better compliance with the laws, rules and regula-
tions governing the use of watercraft in the waters of Charlotte Harbor. 
 
Today, Flotilla 98 has 96 members with 15 operational facilities including a mobile communications van and 
stationary radio communications center.  Our area of responsibilities stretches from the navigable waters of 
the Peace River to Safety Harbor in the south, an area of over 400 square miles.  Nationally, the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary operates nearly 5000 vessels, 190 aircraft and 2300 communications centers. 
 
The United States Coast Guard Auxiliary is the volunteer civilian branch of the Coast Guard and functions as 
a force multiplier for that organization. On a typical day we conduct 299 vessel safety checks, educate 369 
persons in safe boating classes, provide 100 support missions for the Coast Guard, conduct 63 boat patrols 
and render assistance to 25 people in trouble on the water. 
 
Currently, Flotilla 98 meets at the Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association at 2001 Shreve Street in Punta Gorda.  
We welcome new members who have an interest in serving their community through on-water operation, the 
Auxiliary’s public education program, vessel safety check program, radio watch standing, Coast Guard re-
cruiting programs, marine environmental protection or Coast Guard administration support. 
 
If you are interested in joining Flotilla 98, please contact: 
Liz Lambert @941-916-2110 or  
e.lambert @comcast.net 


