SPEAKER PRESENTATION

FOR JUNE 23RD

servation Commission (FWC) at Charlotte Harbor Field Laboratory.
She has been assisting for four years with the state’s Smalltooth Saw-
fish Research Project, and is part of the Fisheries-Independent Moni-
toring program. Information on where sawfish are currently found in
the United States, juvenile growth rates, and the effects of marine pol-
lution on the species has been published in the last few years. She
will discuss the results of this research and the basic biology and ecol-
ogy of smalltooth sawfish in the Charlotte Harbor estuary. Information
on safe handling techniques will also be provided to help anglers,
should they capture a sawfish while targeting other fish such as
snook, tarpon, or sharks.
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Mission Statement
The stated purpose of CC
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marine resources. The
objective of CCA is to
conserve, promote and
enhance the present and
future availability of these
coastal resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of
the general public
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In addition to Amy’s presentation on the Sawfish we have an opportu-
nity to watch our own Bob Leonard make a fool of himself trying to
demonstrate how to use a cast net. This is a must see demonstration
on the how-what-why & when of cast net usage.

“STILL
WANTED”

Several good men of
women to be on the
Board of Directors of
the
Charlotte County
Chapter of CCA
Call or contact
Tom Kasprzak at
661-0580
Or send him a emalll

tomzgn @comcast.n¢g

—



The temperature is not the
only thing heating up
around here. CCA FL and
National are extremely dis-
tressed to see the results ==
of the stock assessments

of the red snapper.

Apparently the stocks were deemed so low that
Richen Brame, Atlantic States Fisheries Director for
CCA, described it as a "perfect storm" that occurred
right under the fisheries managers' noses. Anglers
from North Carolina to Florida are squarely in the
middle. If the stock assessment is accurate, then
these fish have been willfully mismanaged for 40
years and ignored.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management and
Conservation Act REQUIRES fish managers to end
overfishing by 2010. That's one year away. How do
you suppose thatwill actually happen? CCA has
made several recommendations, not the least of
which is that red snapper should be a recrea-
tional fish only. There is talk of complete closure of
red snapper fishing. CCA opposes such a drastic
move unless all other options have been thoroughly
exhausted and comply with specific criteria outlined
in the Magnuson-Stevens Act.

News on another front regarding redfish is that the
escapements rate for the East Coast of Florida in
their newest stock assessment is at 44 per-
cent. Many of the East Coast redfish are way over
the slot so fewer fish are actually harvested. Contrar-
ily, the West Coast of Florida has many more slot
fish that are taken and its escapement rate is 37 per-
cent. An escapement rate of 40 percent is the de-
sired goal to sustain a healthy fishery. CCA has
told the FWC that it totally supports the 40 percent
escapement rate but does not recommend a specific
way to do it. CCA does oppose a partial species clo-
sure for any time period. It will be up to the FWC to

come up with options to achieve the desired 40 per- |}
cent. It may mean a tighter slot. Personally there's |&
not that much of a filet in an 18" red. We must main- ¢
tain a stable, sustainable population to preserve for

future generations.
Continued on page 6

WILLIAM THOMSON
SALES REP

A & T Fencing, Inc.
4280 James Street unit #5
Port Charlotte, Florida, 33980

For all your fencing needs
(PVC- VINYL - ALUIMUIM - CHAINLINK)
call for your estimate today
Office : 941-235-7315
Fax: 941-235-7316
E-Mail: atfencing@hotmail.com

www.atfencing.com

BuseyBANK

C. TOM ROSICA

BUSEY BANK N.A.
7980 SUMMERLIN LAKES DR.
FORT MYERS, FL 33907

PHONE 239.689.7147
FAX 239.689.7170
CELL 239.851.5999

tom.rosica@busey.com

== ; . Specializing In
g. - Salt & Fresh Water Bait

Full Line Of Tackle

RIO VILLA

113 Rio Villa Dr. Jim & Becky
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 (941) 639-7166

ERIC N. CRAIG
Cell 239-340-8429

WATERWAY

BOAT LIFT COVERS

941-505-0237
25522 E. Marion Ave. Fax 941-505-9669
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 Toll Free 877-201-3606

MURDOCK VETERINARY CLINIC
DR. MARK DEGROVE DVM
841-620-5500
ANIMAL MEDICAL CLINIG

OF HORTHPORT

DR. MARK STANCIL DVM
941-426-6882
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2009 Guide List

Capt. Ralph Allen
King Fisher Fleet
941-639-0969

Capt. Missy Becker
Reel Women Charters
941-661-0002

Capt. Jeff Boyette
Snook Bite Adventures
041-391-5796

Capt Todd Gilbert
First Class Charters
941-416-7905

Capt.Dave Jackson
Tarpon Tangle Adventures
941-456-6318

Capt. Mark Miller
Finomeal Charters
239-246-8726

Capt. Noah Parry
Two by Two Charters
041-815-7688

Capt. Angel Torres
Vicious Strike Fishing Charters
041-916-6431

Capt. Jay Withers
Sliverlining Charters
941-743-6499

Capt. Jamie Allen
Shallow Water Guide Serice
941-628-9031

Capt. Blake Beerbower
Pro-Fish Charters
941-628-9174

Capt. Justin Cauffman
Salt Life Charters
941-815-2162

Capt. Les Hill
941-743-6622

Capt. Wayne Kerry
Big Hit Charters
941-626-4746

Capt. Mike Manis
Flats Capt Charters
941-628-7895

Capt. Tony Petrella
Tight Loops
941-496-4289

Capt. F. van den Broeck
Back Draft Charters
941-505-1447

Capt. Dave Andrews
Andrews Fishing
941-410-7194

Capt Colby Bevis
Charlotte Harbor Adventures
941-456-1203

Capt Rick DePavia
Flynutt Charters
239-246-8726

Capt. Ted Howell
Flats Taxi Fishing Charters
941-637-8184

Capt. Andy Medina
Medina Fishing Charters
941-456-1540

Capt. Mike Myers
Reel Shark Charters
941-416-8047

Capt. Ryan Rowan
Tarpon Captain
941-706-7194

Capt. Rod Walinchus
941-350-0525

JUNE MONTH’'S DOOR PRIZES

A $50 gift certificate from Captain Ted's Tackle donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter
A $50 gift certificate from Fishin' Franks donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter
A $50 gift certificate for Shadez Polarized Sunglasses donated by Sandy Limberger
A $10 qift certificate donated by Rio Villa Bait and Tackle
A gallon of YamalLube donated by Ingman Marine




Pete McGregor smiles with his 42 “ Cobia caughthie Harbor
Standing next to Pete is Bob Busler with a niceupey snook at Port St. Lucie. What a Snogk!!

John Vrabel, son of CCA
member Charlie Vrabel,
caught and released this 35
1/2” Snook in Turtle Bay.

John and Charlie were fishing
with Captain Mike Manis from
Flat Captain Charters. g

Nice fish Johnny!




Gulf of Mexico

Most inshore wrecks and artificial reefs

are holding permit, barracuda and mangrove snapper.
There are a few large kings on some of them too, but the
king of the castle on these sites are the huge Goliath
grouper which gather for a summer spawning sea-
son. There's little to compare to the feeling of being
hooked to a brutish 200 or 300 pound Goliath that's intent
on leaving the area and many the angler who has thought
for a few seconds that he (or she) just might get dragged
overboard. For a fishing experience that's less dramatic
but which puts good eats on the table, this is a good time
to be heading way offshore to bottom bounce. With red
shapper season now open and with a new two-per-
person bag limit on red grouper, hitting the rocks in 125
feet or more of water is likely to bring home the bacon.

Charlotte Harbor

Tarpon! Pick your style of fishing and go get 'em: work
among the fleet at hectic Boca Grande Pass, sight fish
pods of fish along the beach, search out groups of fish in
the dark waters of the harbor, soak baits under the
bridges at night, work the smaller "canal tarpon™" on light
tackle or look for cruising fish on the bars. All these meth-
ods can put fish in the air. Shark fishing is at peak inten-
sity, both for the big boys (and girls) and for smaller in-
shore specimens. There seems to be more Atlantic
sharpnose sharks in the harbor than normal this year.
These fish are usually small fish under ten pounds in
weight, are fairly slender, and are marked with faint white
blotches on their sides. Gag grouper (including a fair
number of keepers) and cobia have also been better-than
-usual so far this summer, and the fishing for mangrove
shapper is starting to perk up also. Summer snook fish-
ing on the beach and around the passes is good when
the winds allow the surf to settle.

Notes:

Snook season closed May 1, opens September 1

Red snapper season opens June 1

New grouper rules in Federal waters effective May 18
Aggregate grouper bag limit four per person
Gag bag limit decreased to two per person
Red grouper bag limit increased to two per person
Closed season for all gag, black, red grouper,
February 1 through March 31

Telephone 941-637-7748
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com

King Fisner Floet LETS GO

www.kingfisherfleet.com F ,SH rN G!




Message from the President continued

The commercial guys need a vastly reduced ajfamtiand\'j_reSigem_ dent EOT E'asgrzak égg'igii
gag grouper compared to the recreational fisbEAndg- Sgceret;eri' en R?)kin feroﬁ;r q 505:8556
tional and Florida are working hard on a nuhﬂm SBU¢S T o curer Jeff Nilsson 637-5794
to protect the recreational aspect of all fisheries Membership Dan Eerraris 637-7305

) ] ) Ken Deiffenback 639-7285
Governor Christ signed CS/SB 1742 into law @ed tepepublicity Jay Lev 575-9981
resident shoreline exemption from the Florigdi¢esis@ rg-Newsletter Dick Doster 661-6720
quirement. Shoreline anglers will now havétdedmtishgqryPast President Bob Leonard 505-8556
conservation. More importantly it will saveaRigieda frcjn Pete Herber 505-1344

having to pay up to $20 million dollars inahdeliteval angler

registration fees. The benefits of the additemaahfeney ps

a result of the removal of the shoreline examepsorely
needed for research and enforcement.

There are several states in the Northeast (iMhsdachy-

setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New Hampshilersb\a
Maine) that have, so far, refused to complgomsiiering

it

reluctantly. | believe there will be either rmemmtiaasseds-

ment without matching federal funds which tivisastat¢s

recreational anglers in the long run.

There is a full plate of issues that CCA is regldmasdshe Ifst

gets longer. The money you spend for CCA Izeudehnjt

needed. Your interests are our interests araf thase ref-

reational anglers. It is serious business ardkteened [to
help shape the safe and appropriate course oé@uditied [o

do that.

Tom Kasprzak

When you want the best

HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRI‘@K - COBIA -
SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON
1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953

Gasparilla Location - 697-1000

WwWw.ingmanmarine.com




