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TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO FISHIN' FRANKS WAS THE
ONLY GAME IN TOWN. WHEN IT CAME TO GETTING
FISHING INFO HIS DAD'S BAIT & TACKLE SHOP ON 4l
NEAR €EDGEWATER WAS THE PLACE TO GO. STILL IS!
NOW HIS DAD IS OUT FISHING WHILE FRANK JR. IS
TENDING TO BUSINESS.

THIS MIONTH FRANK WILL €XPLAIN THE FINER POINTS
OF CATCHING BIG TARPON IN THE HARBOR.
HOW TO FIND THEM-WHERE TO LOOK-WHAT TACKLE
TO USe-LIvVeE BAIT VS LURES
HOW TO SAFELY RELEASE THEM WHEN CAUGHT

4425 TAMIAMI TRAIL # D
PORT GHARLOTTE, FL. 33980

Monthly Meeting

7:00 P M Tuesday
April 28th at the

new Charlotte Har-
bor Events and Con-
ference Center
75 Taylor Street
Punta Gorda, 33950

Mission Statement
The stated purpose of CC
is to advise and educate the
public on conservation of
marine resources. The
objective of CCA is to
conserve, promote and
enhance the present ang
future availability of these
coastal resources for thel
benefit and enjoyment of
the general public

“STILL
WANTED”

Several good men ta
be on the Board of
Directors of the
Charlotte County
Chapter of CCA
Any one interested
contact

Tom Kasprzak at
661-0580

Or send him a email

—

941-625-3888

tomzgn@comcast.neg




Spring fishing is in full
bloom now with all species
ready to cooperate if we
could just get the weather
to cooperate. The winds

have seemed endless!

Even if you don't catch fish on the occasional gor-
geous day that you can get out there, you still get to
enjoy the sights, sounds, and life of the Harbor. And
it is spectacular. While wade fishing one day on the
East Wall recently, my partner and | were separated
by about 30 yards. An osprey made a mullet catch in
between us and then an eagle came and harassed
the osprey into dropping it. The eagle then swooped
down and took the stunned fish. The osprey gave
him hell but the eagle won the contest!

Speaking of winners, there is a fishing club that is an
absolute winner by any standard. The Burnt Store
Anglers Club recently donated $450 from their fish-
ing tournament to CCA Charlotte. The Ron Doig
Tournament, held out of Burnt Store Marina, is
named after a man who quietly went about being a
true conservationist during his lifetime. Now, even
after his death, he is still contributing to that which he
so dearly loved. Solely intended for use in Charlotte
County, the donation includes the WINNER'S take of
the cash tourney. Does it get any better than that? A
most sincere thank you goes to the Burnt Store An-
glers Club and to the memory of Ron Doig. Rest
well, Don, the guys and gals have your back. Thanks
to Jay Lev, a former CCA Director, for his guidance
and input into the tournament.

Recent communications with the 4-H Club indicate
that more than 20 students have signed up to learn
angling skills from CCA directors. Donations exclu-
sive to our local CCA chapter will provide the rods,
reels, tackle boxes, and lunch for this fun annual
event. The Burnt Store Isles Boat Club is another or-
ganization whose generous donations allow us to
host events like this one. We are very fortunate to
have these local grassroots organizations help
us pass the torch to the next generation of CCA
members.
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Capt. Ralph Allen
King Fisher Fleet
941-639-0969

Capt. Mike Manis
Flats Capt Charters
941-628-7895

Capt. Ted Howell

Flats Taxi Fishing Charters

941-637-8184

Capt. Les Hill
941-743-6622

Capt. Tony Petrella
Tight Loops
941-496-4289

Capt Todd Gilbert
First Class Charters
941-416-7905

Capt. Mark Miller
Finomeal Charters
239-246-8726

Capt. Andy Medina
Medina Fishing Charters
941-456-1540

Capt. Ryan Rowan
Tarpon Captain
941-706-7194

Capt. J. B. Bradshaw
041-628-4218

Capt. Blake Beerbower
Pro-Fish Charters
941-628-9174

Capt Dave Gibson
239-446-4680

Capt. Angel Torres

Vicious Strike Fishing Char-
ters

941-916-6431

Capt. Jay Withers
Sliverlining Charters
941-743-6499

Capt. Noah Parry
Two by Two Charters
941-815-7688

Capt. Missy Becker
Reel Women Charters
941-661-0002

Capt. Wayne Kerry
Big Hit Charters
941-626-4746

Capt. Mike Myers
Reel Shark Charters
941-416-8047

Capt. Jeff Boyette
Snook Bite Adventures
941-391-5796

Capt. Robert Moore
941-628-2650

Capt Colby Bevis
Charlotte Harbor Adventures
941-456-1203

Capt. Rod Walinchus
941-350-0525

Capt Rick DePavia

Flynutt Charters
239-246-8726

Capt. Jamie Allen
Shallow Water Guide Serice
941-628-9031

Capt. F. van den Broeck
Back Draft Charters
941-505-1447

Capt. Justin Cauffman
Salt Life Charters
941-815-2162

Capt.Dave Jackson
Tangle Tarpon Adventures
941-456-6318

Capt. Dave Andrews
Andrews Fishing
941-410-7194

Capt. Jim Kern
Native Son Charter
941-625-5350

Capt. Mark Becton
941-697-2089




BANQUET RED ROSE RAFFLE WINNERS GO FISHING

Doris Way, winner of the RED ROSE RAFFLE at this ye ar's banquet took Tina Ice & Jenni Anderson
fishing with her on a % day trip donated by Missy B ecker of REEL WOMEN CHARTERS.
They had a great trip, caught lots of fish, and can 't wait for next year’s banquet!

Kel Krotzer with a 24’
Spanish mackerel

If anyone would like to submit picture of
Your editor and Pete McGregor with a fish they caught your editor would be
25" & 26" redfish glad to put them in the newsletter.




Gulf of Mexico

After a two month closure gag grouper seasdiy pén,

but it's possible that nobody will notice tvéhodller actipn

that's now on tap. The peak of the spring kerglmac |s
upon us. Big numbers of schoolie kings werraea tage

last month and now it's time for the biggersfishv tals
well. Spanish mackerel schools are swarmitite dieagh

and terrorizing bait pods up to eight or tesffghites. Ar
where that the mackerel action is heavy thEe valkshar
and bonita, and a few blackfin tuna will shadwekibe
schools in more than about 50 feet of wates. avdeele

are heating up as well with early season peappeawlg

where they'll join the resident barracuda, saagpémdia
grouper.
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Telephone 941-637-7748
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com

Charlotte Harbor

month, at least partly because snook spawningstse
next month and the fish feed heavily in prefoartieorig

April probably produces more snook filets thanydm%
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of reproduction. Redfish are moving along tinesare
shorelines, taking advantage of seasonallydeigheIispe

more time under the mangroves. Tarpon are ishtwing

bay, look for pods in the river mouths and eiriigin
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bridges. Stray schools of Spanish mackeehkvdffiro
the coastal migrations and swing into the batheytie

encountered on the outsides of the bars andchificidé

reefs, accompanied by a few bluefish. Shahmvarg i

the bay too, look for last year's crop of ycktigsbiash |in
the three foot size range, on the flats andtm@tewer har-

bor where they provide great sport on lighfotaakieo
who's willing to hang a chum block over the aratheaa@it f
the fish to show.
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Snook season closes May 1
Sandbar sharks are now a protected speciesimiBsstsr
Gag grouper season opened April 1
Bag limit on gag grouper: two per persowveuaiggiégate
Bag limit on red grouper in state waters: pergs@eput of
five aggregate

King Fisner Floet LETS GO

www.kingfisherfleet.com F ,SH rN G!




There is much going on in Florida CCA. A Chap-
ter President’'s meeting is planned for this sum-
mer to coordinate and air out local concerns and
to get CCA Florida up to speed on local matters.
State CCA will bring us up to date on state and
national matters. All this work goes on behind the
scenes. Please know that there are dedicated
CCA folks looking out for you, the recreational
fisherman, even though it doesn't appear in head-
line stories everyday. We will continue to fight for
our fair share of the bounties. The commercial
fishermen's take is still terribly disproportionate to
the recreational fishermen's, despite the fact that
recreational fishermen contribute triple the dollar
amount to the Florida economy. We are working
hard to even the playing field.

Fair winds and tight lines.
Tom Kasprzak

President CCA Charlotte County
941-240-2699

President Tom Kasprzak 240-2699
Vice President Pete Herber 505-1344
Secretary Robin Leonard 505-8556
Treasurer Jeff Nilsson 637-5794
Membership Dan Farraris 637-7305

Ken Deiffenback 639-7285
Publicity Jay Lev 575-9981
Newsletter Dick Doster 661-6720
Past President Bob Leonard 505-8556

Pete Herber 505-1344

When you want the best
HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRICK - COBIA -
SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Gasparilla Location - 697-1000

www.ingmanmarine.com




