
  

Charlotte Chapter 

August 2009 

Monthly Meeting  
7:00 P M Tuesday 
August 25th  at the 
new Charlotte Har-
bor Events and Con-

ference Center 
75 Taylor Street 

Punta Gorda, 33950 

Mission Statement 
The stated purpose of CCA 
is to advise and educate the  
public on conservation of  

marine resources. The  
objective of CCA is to  
conserve, promote and  
enhance the present and  

future availability of these 
coastal resources for the 
benefit and enjoyment of  

the  general public 

“STILL 
WANTED” 

Several good men or 
women to be on the 

Board of Directors of 
the  

Charlotte County 
Chapter of CCA  
Call or contact 

Tom Kasprzak at  
661-0580  

Or send him a email 
tomzgn@comcast.net 
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I recently returned from a 
trip to Colorado which in-
cluded runs to the Arkan-
sas River and some of its 
tributaries, as well as hiking 
up to  a couple of high-
mountain lakes. 
 
The country along the Salida Valley is among the 
most beautiful anywhere on the planet. From our 
porch we could see seven 14,000-foot peaks, 
some with snow still on them. We saw bull elk, big-
horn sheep, mule deer, and vistas beyond be-
lief. I rode a horse that wasn't plastic and didn't go in 
circles with weird music playing in the background. 
We even went to a rodeo. My goodness, can those 
girls ride! You couldn't get me on one of those bulls 
for a second, even with super glue on my jeans! 
They are huge! 
  
One note of interest: when I bought my five-day fish-
ing license the total was $29, which included 
a search-and-rescue charge of 25 cents and a Wild-
life Education Fund surcharge of 75 cents. Not big 
money, but it indicates where things are going. You 
want it; you have to pay for it. Search and Rescue 
operations (SAR) are expensive and having dealt 
extensively with that subject in my line of work over 
the years, it was always a battle to see who got the 
bill for the overtime and operational costs. This 
seems as fair a way as I can figure to make people 
responsible for their actions, and in some cases, 
their stupidity. I know in New Hampshire, for exam-
ple, that two hikers recently got billed for their res-
cue. It was hefty. But I find it hard to criticize the 
state for attempting to recoup some of the cost of the 
operation. Others would argue that it is an inherent 
duty of the government, whatever branch, to launch 
these missions to rescue boaters, fishermen, hunt-
ers, hikers, bird-watchers, etc. Where it gets sticky is 
when a youngster wanders off from his/her parents 
and a SAR mission is launched. Who's at fault? You 
can't give the child the bill. Did the parents exercise 
due diligence in keeping track of their offspring? 
These are tough questions to answer. 
 
 
Continued on page 5 
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 CCA Charlotte Chapter 

2009 Guide List 
Capt. Ralph Allen Capt. Jamie Allen Capt. Dave Andrews 
King Fisher Fleet Shallow Water Guide Serice Andrews Fishing 
941-639-0969 941-628-9031 941-410-7194 
   
Capt. Missy Becker Capt. Blake Beerbower Capt Colby Bevis 
Reel Women Charters Pro-Fish Charters Charlotte Harbor Adventures 
941-661-0002 941-628-9174 941-456-1203 
   
Capt. Jeff Boyette Capt. Justin Cauffman Capt Rick DePavia 
Snook Bite Adventures Salt Life Charters Flynutt Charters 
941-391-5796 941-815-2162 239-246-8726 
   
Capt Todd Gilbert Capt. Les Hill Capt. Ted Howell 
First Class Charters 941-743-6622 Flats Taxi Fishing Charters 
941-416-7905  941-637-8184 
   
Capt.Dave Jackson Capt. Wayne Kerry Capt. Andy Medina 
Tarpon Tangle  Adventures Big Hit Charters Medina Fishing Charters 
941-456-6318 941-626-4746 941-456-1540 
   
Capt. Mark Miller Capt. Mike Manis Capt. Mike Myers 
Finomeal Charters Flats Capt Charters Reel Shark Charters 
239-246-8726 941-628-7895 941-416-8047 
   
Capt. Noah Parry Capt. Tony Petrella Capt. Ryan Rowan 
Two by Two Charters Tight Loops Tarpon Captain 
941-815-7688 941-496-4289 941-706-7194 
   
Capt. Angel Torres Capt. F. van den Broeck Capt. Rod Walinchus 
Vicious Strike Fishing Charters Back Draft Charters 941-350-0525 
941-916-6431 941-505-1447  

   
Capt. Jay Withers   
Sliverlining Charters   
941-743-6499   

 
AUGUST GENERAL MEETING DOOR PRIZES 

 
A $50 gift certificate from Captain Ted’s Tackle donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter  

A $50 gift certificate from Fishing Franks donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter 
  A $50 gift certificate for Shadez Polarized Sunglasses donated by Sandy Limberger 

 A $10 gift certificate donated by Rio Villa Bait and Tackle 
    A gallon of YamaLube donated  by Ingman Marine  
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Telephone 941-637-7748 
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com 
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Capt. Ralph Allen 
King Fisher Fleet 
www.kingfisherfleet.com 

Gulf of Mexico 
 

Summer winds are usually light, result-
ing in good conditions for bottom fishing on large ex-
panses of flat rock.  When winds are calm these areas 
can easily be drifted for red grouper and lane snapper, 
and you can expect to nail a gag or two, maybe some 
mangrove snapper, a few triggerfish, and some other 
good eaters.  The shallowest areas for this type of fishing 
are in approximately 60 feet of water, and the deeper the 
water the better for hot weather action.  While you're off-
shore it'll pay you to keep an eye open for dolphin (mahi-
mahi) because mid-to-late summer seems to be when 
these normally deep-water fish are apt to appear in rela-
tively shallow water.  The wrecks and artificial reefs are 
holding cudas, mangrove snapper, a few lingering permit, 
and hordes of hungry Goliath grouper.  Schools of Span-
ish mackerel are popping up for a few days at a time 
along the beaches and around the passes. 
 

Charlotte Harbor 
 
Its tarpon time in Charlotte Harbor again.  There are a 
bunch of tarpon in the harbor this summer, though they're 
moving around a bit.  They'll be up at the mouth of the 
Peace River for a few days, and then fall back down into 
the bay.  The calm winds have led to great conditions for 
spotting rolling fish.  If you want to tug on a tarpon without 
suffering heat stroke, then you can give it a shot at night 
at El Jobean or around the 41 bridges in Punta 
Gorda.  Snook fishing has been good, look for strong re-
ports from the September 1 season opener.  Trout and 
snapper have graced plenty of frying pans this summer 
and should continue to please for the rest of this 
month.  Redfish have been a little scarce, but some are 
being caught, and the sharking has been fairly good 
along the ICW. 
 
Notes:   
Snook season closed May 1 opens September 1 
Red snapper season closed August 15 
New grouper rules in Federal waters effective May 18: 
 Aggregate grouper bag limit four per person 
 Gag bag limit decreased to two per person 
 Red grouper bag limit increased to two per person 
 Closed season for scamp, gag, black, red grouper  

Feb 1 to March 31 
New State Law:   
Florida residents fishing from shore need a fishing license starting August 1 
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When you want the best 

w 

www.ingmanmarine.com 

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Gasparilla Location  -  697-1000 

�

HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRICK  - COBIA - 

SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON 
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  President        Tom Kasprzak               240-2699           
 Vice President       Pete Herber                  505-1344  
 Secretary         Robin Leonard               505-8556 
 Treasurer        Jeff Nilsson           637-5794 
  Membership        Dan Ferraris           637-7305 
         Ken Deiffenback           639-7285 
  Publicity          Jay Lev                          575-9981 
  State Liaison        Len Harris           639-6546 
  Newsletter        Dick Doster           661-6720  
                      Bob Leonard                 505-8556 
         Mark DeGrove           637-0449 
         Mark Stancil           764-1341 
         Alan Rubin           629-8326 
         Missy Becker           833-4236
   
    
 
          
  

Continued from page 2  
 
However, back to the fishing. It took me awhile to 
re-learn fly-fishing, especially tying on a #20 
dropper nymph to a Chernobyl Ant fly. But three 
days into it, I got it back. Kind of like riding a bike, 
but just a bit more difficult; I spent a lot of time in 
the bushes forgetting that back casts require 
space. Not like our flats where we can let her rip 
to our hearts' content! I caught native rainbows, 
browns, and bookies’ whose colors were truly 
spectacular. At one peak, where we hiked from 
8,000 feet to 10,000 feet up to a 20-acre pond 
loaded with native bookies’, we just started get-
ting into those 9- to 10-inch "monsters" when a 
mountain storm drove us down and out. 
  
So, for now, it is a fact that a 26-inch redfish defi-
nitely outfights a 9-inch native rainbow, in case 
you were wondering. I will go back to Colorado, 
but wade fishing will still be my first love, right 
here in Charlotte Harbor. 
 
Tom Kasprzak 
President  
CCC Charlotte County Chapter  


