Our Speaker this Month is
Captain Mike Manis
Subject: “It’'s all about the Tides”

For over six years,
Flatscaptain Charters
has been helping an-
glers experience
some of the finest fly
and light tackle an-
gling southwest Flor-
ida has to offer.
Based in Punta
Gorda, Capt. Michael
Manis has direct ac-
cess to the unspoiled
waters of Boca
Grande, Pine Island, and Charlotte Harbor. This entire area is part
of the Charlotte Harbor aquatic preserve estuary system of South-
west Florida. It is the second largest estuary in the state and in-
cludes vast tidal flats, sea grass beds, and backcountry mangrove
islands full of pristine shorelines and winding tidal creeks. From the
white sandy beaches of Cayo Costa and Boca Grande to the blue
green water just inside the Gulf passes at Pine Island or Gasparilla
Sound and all the way up to the more tannic water deep within the
back country of Matlacha or Bull and Turtle Bay, this huge estuary
system includes some of the most extremely clear and shallow wa-
ter you will ever have the chance to fish. For fly and light tackle an-
glers, this provides some exceptional sight fishing opportunities for
some of our most popular game fish such as redfish, snook, and

tarpon. It's not unusual to see redfish tailing, snook pushing water|

while busting bait, or tarpon daisy chaining or just laid up in a sand
hole on a grass flat.

Charlotte Chapter
January 2009

Monthly Meeting
7:00 P M Tuesday
January 27th at the
new Charlotte Har-
bor Events and Con-
ference Center
75 Taylor Street
Punta Gorda, 33950

Mission Statement
The stated purpose of CC
is to advise and educate tl

public on conservation of

marine resources. The
objective of CCA is to
conserve, promote and
enhance the present and
future availability of these
coastal resources for the
benefit and enjoyment of
the general public
Visit

Florida CCA website at

www.ccaflorida.org
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Happy New Year! By the
time you receive this News-
letter, our Banquet on Febru-
ary 19 will be only a month
away. CCAFL will be mailing
your Banquet invitation any

day now. If you haven't received one by early Febru-
ary, call me and I'll get you one. This year, for the
first time, it will be held at the new Charlotte Harbor
Event and Conference Center in Punta Gorda.

More changes. Our CCA Board of Directors has de-
cided to change the monthly meeting date to the
fourth Tuesday of each month. So, the January
meeting will be January 27 . We will be in one of the
meeting rooms at the new Charlotte Harbor Event
and Conference Center at the usual time of 7:00 pm.
| wasn't here then, but I'm told that we used to meet
on the fourth Tuesday for many years.

Our Program Committee is working on making our
monthly meetings more informative. There have
been a lot of problems with the ethanol fuel with out-
board motors, and many changes in fishing regula-
tions, insurance policies and Coast Guard rules. We
will bring in speakers to cover these interesting sub-
jects. Please, let us know what you are interested in
hearing about.

Don't forget! Bring a fishing buddy or a neighbor to
our next meeting.

Pete Herber, President
941 505 1344
Pherberl23@aol.com

President Pete Herber 505-1344
Vice President Tom Kasprzak 240-2699
Secretary Robin Leonard 505-8556
Treasurer Bill Thomson 639-5723
Membership Dan Farraris 637-7305

Ken Deiffenback 639-7285
Publicity Jay Lev 575-9981
Newsletter Dick Doster 575-1908
Past President Bob Leonard 505-8556




Gulf of Mexico

Offshore bottom fishermen can| find

keeper gags on shallow ledges in as little
as 25 feet of water, though 60 or 65 feet rdigig aroigger
grade of fish, and more red grouper will skeosie@ptr wh-

ter. Look for mangrove snapper, lane snapgp#dishrigge
new size limits below) and other reef typeseoledbe
too. If you're looking for options other thianfisbtthen ypu
might try wrecks in at least 80 feet of watdreigack, or ypu
could find some bonita or Spanish mackerel kit bwgs
on top, or you could run a few stone crabsriapskaech [of
tripletail.

[92)

Charlotte Harbor

Telephone 941-637-7748
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com

The biggest news on the inshore fishing scedansiainy |1
opening day of trout season. During warmer laaatieer
trout on the flats, then expect them to retreak$o canals
and waterways when things get chilly. The iggestcews
on the inshore scene is that sheepshead istgtaréing yp
as their spawning season is imminent. Jushylwidge,
pier or rock will hold some sheepshead and thamaoo
popular spots, including the Boca Grande P sk
Placida trestle and the El Jobean pier wiluakiedietvalle
hordes of these striped fish. Other fish dtigeithis moith

include redfish, pompano, mangrove snapper,eddnneth
sharks (this seems to be a big bonnethead s@ae foeg-
son), black drum and a few snook.

Notes:

Snook season closes December 1 opens March 1

Trout season opens January 1

Gag grouper season closes February 1 opens April 1

Red grouper season (Federal waters) closes Fesbiiammbelt
New size limit on amberjack in Federal waterforiB&ngth
New size limit on triggerfish in Federal wateferid4ength

New size limit on amberjack in Florida watdsk3erigth
Sandbar sharks are protected species in Fedsral wate

New Bag limit :
Gag grouper: two per person out of five aggregate
Red grouper in state waters: two per pers@ineaggfegate

King Fisner Floet LETS GO

www.kingfisherfleet.com F ,SH rN G!




Charlotte Chapter will offer this Ranger 2410 Baybat fully equipped for auction at our

February 19" Banquet at the Charlotte Harbor Event and Confererce Center.
This Bay Boat is equipped with a 250hp, four stroke Yamaha TRX motor and Ranger Aluminum Trailer. This
boat, motor and trailer combination is of the finest construction and will last you a lifetime of fishing Charlotte
Harbor. This boat is full equipped with hard top, jack plate, power pole, trim tabs, AGM batteries with 15 amp
charger, leaning post, raw and freshwater wash down systems, Sony radio with dual speakers Minn RT101
trolling motor, rod holders, 2 bait tanks with aeration system and net storage locker plus humerous standard
features

When you want the best
HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRI%K - COBIA -
SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Gasparilla Location - 697-1000

www.ingmanmarine.com




