
  

Charlotte Chapter 

March 2009 

Monthly Meeting  
7:00 P M Tuesday 
March 24th  at the 
new Charlotte Har-
bor Events and Con-

ference Center 
75 Taylor Street 

Punta Gorda, 33950 

Mission Statement 
The stated purpose of CCA 
is to advise and educate the  
public on conservation of  

marine resources. The  
objective of CCA is to  
conserve, promote and  
enhance the present and  

future availability of these 
coastal resources for the 
benefit and enjoyment of  

the  general public 

“WANTED” 
Several good men to 
be on the Board of 

Directors of the  
Charlotte County 
Chapter of CCA  

 
Any one interested  

contact  
Tom Kasprzak at  

661-0580  
Or send him a email 
tomzgn@comcast.net 
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Well, the cold seems to 
have left us until next sea-
son as the temperature is 
warming nicely. The fishing 
also has improved with the 
warmer weather as the wa-
ter temperature rose from the mid-upper 50s, closer 
to 70 degrees. That seems almost to be a magic 
number as we will soon be chasing the King and 
Spanish mackerel invasion. Some of the trout I've 
been catching recently have been extraordinary. Af-
ter having a couple of wonderful trout meals I 
now feel the big females I catch need to be returned 
and allowed to spawn to prevent further seasonal 
cutbacks. 
 
I attended the recent state CCA board meeting in 
Sarasota and I can report that CCA Florida has 
a very ambitious agenda for the upcoming year. 
There are terms that we'll need to recognize and 
know: TAC (Total Allowable Catch), IFQ (Individual 
Fishing Quotas), NFZs (No Fishing Zones), MPAs 
(Marine Protection Areas), to name a few. The dis-
parity of allowable catches between the commercial 
fishermen and the recreational fishermen is going to 
come to a head. Long liners are responsible 
for killing many of our endangered turtles. The regu-
lation to push them to the 50-fathom mark needs to 
be extended for another 186 days which buys us 
time to argue for their elimination from the Gulf of 
Mexico.  
 
Another issue is that of the saltwater fishing license. 
If we don't eliminate the shoreline exemption then 
the federal government will impose a license for 
each saltwater fisherman in Florida and the FWC 
would lose all matching funds the license would gen-
erate. There is a myriad of other issues on the table 
as well. After the meeting, I had a great sense of fo-
cus and determination to continue to fight 
for recreational fishermen and our habitat, especially 
Charlotte Harbor, so we can hand down to the next 
generation a legacy well preserved. Be a part of it 
with us. 
 
Tom Kasprzak 
Charlotte County CCA President 
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SHORELINE EXEMPTION 

 
 
By:  Trip Aukeman                                     1/25/09 
 
For the past 20 years Florida residents fishing in saltwater have been purchasing a saltwater fishing 
license. The licenses have generated over 200 million dollars which has been dedicated to marine 
research, management, and law enforcement. Since 1990 Coastal Conservation Association (CCA) 
and Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) have been working together to re-
move an exemption put into the bill at its inception. This exemption is known as the shoreline ex-
emption, which allows Florida residents to fish in saltwater from the shoreline without a license.  
 
Supporters believe that a recent amendment to the federal Magnuson - Stevens Fisheries Manage-
ment Act, requiring states to “register” all saltwater anglers by 2010 and require payment for the li-
cense by 2011, should provide the push needed to eliminate the shoreline exemption in Florida. 
Florida’s current saltwater license would likely qualify for the federal angler registration program if 
the shoreline exemption was removed. If the exemption is not removed by 2011 recreational fisher-
man in Florida will have to purchase a federal fishing license that will cost between $15 and $20 on 
top of your Florida fishing license.  
 
Currently, the Florida saltwater license brings in about 15 million dollars annually. The FWC has esti-
mated that removal of the shoreline exemption would require an additional 208,000 to 302,000 an-
glers to obtain a license. Using the current base price on the resident license an additional 1.7 to 2.5 
million dollars would be generated for marine fisheries research, management, and law enforce-
ment. Also, every certified fishing license holder helps Florida obtain approximately $7 in Federal 
sport fish restoration funds. 
 
Please contact your State Legislator and ask them to support the removal of the shoreline exemp-
tion in the saltwater fishing license. The removal of the exemption will start in the committee on Envi-
ronmental Preservation and Conservation on the Senate side and Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources policy committee on the House side. The Senate Chairman for the Environmental Preserva-
tion and Conservation committee is Sen. Lee Constantine and the House Chairman for the Agricul-
ture & Natural Resources Policy committee is Rep. Trudi Williams.   
Senate 
 
 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation 
Chairman Lee Constantine 
constantine.lee.web@flsenate.gov 
 
House 
Agriculture and Natural Resources  
Chairwomen Trudi Williams 
trudi.williams@myfloridahouse.gov 
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Telephone 941-637-7748 
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com 
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Capt. Ralph Allen 
King Fisher Fleet 
www.kingfisherfleet.com 

Gulf of Mexico 
 
Spring fishing is set to bust loose in Gulf waters.  It's time 
for the first of the mackerel run and hot fishing for Span-
ish mackerel will be available when dense schools of 
these fish show around the inlets and offshore bars.  A 
few early kings will be taken this month too.  Sharks are 
due to show along the beaches and on near shore artifi-
cial reefs.  Speaking of reefs, reef and wreck sites will 
start to accumulate cudas on top and Goliaths on the bot-
tom this month, both of which can make it challenging to 
land the mangrove snapper which are also schooling 
there.  Bottom fishing remains a good option, and with red 
grouper season opening in Federal waters on March 15 it 
will be time to pay a visit to flat rock areas in 60 feet of 
water or more where these fish have enjoyed a month-
long break from angler pressure. 
 

Charlotte Harbor 
 
Winter's over (well, officially it's not over until March 20, 
but it feels like it's over already!) and inshore fishing is 
cranking up.  Snook are moving out of the creeks, canals 
and rivers and are starting to show on the flats.  Redfish 
are also exiting the rivers and will take advantage of the 
higher tides this month to forage along the mangrove 
shorelines.  Grass flats will produce a mix of trout, blue-
fish, pompano and a few cobia.  Sheepshead spawning 
season will peak with hordes fish gathered around just 
about every bridge, pier, dock or rock.  Look for stray 
schools of Spanish mackerel to swing through the center 
of the harbor.  Shark fishing will be underway by month's 
end, and there will probably be a handful of tarpon taken 
as the annual spring madness for these big fish gets un-
derway. 
    
Notes:   
Snook season open March 1 closes May 1  
Gag grouper season closes February 1 opens April 1 
Red grouper season (Federal waters) closes Feb15 opens March 16 
New size limit on triggerfish in Federal waters: 14 in. fork length 
New size limit on amberjack in Florida waters: 30 in fork length 
Sandbar sharks are protected species in Federal waters 
New Bag limit : 
Gag grouper: two per person out of five aggregate 
Red grouper in state waters: two per person out of five aggregate 
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When you want the best 

www.ingmanmarine.com 

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Gasparilla Location  -  697-1000 

HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRICK  - COBIA - 

SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON 
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  President  Tom Kasprzak          240-2699           
  Vice President        Pete Herber             505-1344  
  Secretary          Robin Leonard         505-8556 
  Treasurer         Jeff Nilsson              637-5794 
  Membership         Dan Farraris    637-7305 
          Ken Deiffenback 639-7285 
  Publicity           Jay Lev                    575-9981 
  Newsletter         Dick Doster    661-6720  
  Past President       Bob Leonard            505-8556 
         Pete Herber  505-1344 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bob Leonard I caught & released this large Pompano caught on a 

Johnson Sprite1/8th oz. gold spoon.  
 
Pompano recipe (for the other keepers that weren’t this big). 
  
In small dish put 2 oz butter with 1/4 cup grated parmesan 
cheese, 1 tbs. Caesar dressing, couple shots hot sauce, salt & 
pepper to taste & one green onion spear chopped fine. Heat in 
micro wave oven to melt the butter, then remove & stir. Set aside. 
Place two Pompano filets skin side down on broiler pan. Squeeze 
1/2 lemon on the filets and broil for 3 to 31/2 minutes. Remove 
and slather the butter mixture all over the filets and pop back in 
the broiler for 2-3 more minutes until the cheese gets a little 
brown on top.  
  
Serve with some buttered asparagus & sliced beefsteak toma-
toes. 


