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We will have Amy 
Timmers from the FWC 
who will be updating us on 
Sawfish and other infor-
mation on what’s new at 
the FWC. 
 
And don’t forget to bring 
your favorite fishing story. 
It can be true or false, 
funny or sad, from last 
week or a several years 
ago. Best story win a 
prize. 
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President     Pete Herber            505-1344 
Vice President          Tom Kasprzak            240-2699 
Secretary     Robin Leonard            505-8556 
Treasurer     Bill Thomson            639-5723 
Membership    Pete Herber            505-1344 
Publicity     Bob Meyer            629-7112 
Newsletter   Dick Doster            575-1908                
Past President         Bob Leonard                505-8556  
  

 

  May Message from  
      the President 
 
 
FWC is currently being 
pressured by the commer-
cial gill net fisherman to let 
them start fishing with gill 
nets again. I cannot believe 
it; I think that it has been over 10 years since CCA 
helped stop gill net fishing. FWC will be holding a 
meeting to get input on this very important subject. 
This meeting will be on June 12 at the IGFA build-
ing on the east coast. We will track this and when 
we have all of the details, we will pass it on to you. 
 
Bob Leonard has been working very hard to get 
guest speakers for our monthly meetings. We 
would like to hear from all of you on what type of 
speakers you would like to see us bring to our 
meetings. 
 
I believe that the automation of our newsletter has 
gone well and was sent out to you in April. Some of 
the e-mails were returned to us because of bad e-
mail addresses.  We will mail a list to all of the peo-
ple whose addresses are bad or were changed and 
you did not notify us. If some of you do not want us 
to send  our newsletter by e-mail, please let us 
know . 
 
Don’t forget bring a neighbor, friend or fishing 
buddy to the next meeting and I will sign them up. 

Pete Herber, President 
(941) 505-1344 
(941) 258-0771 cell 
Pherber@aol.com 
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Gulf of Mexico 
 
Even though the bulk of the spring king run is now past 
there will still be some nice sized kings caught this 
month, mostly by anglers live baiting over wrecks and 
artificial reefs. These stragglers are usually large fish in 
the 20 to 30 pound range and are often loners. Wrecks 
and reefs will also be good for permit, barracuda, man-
grove snapper and Goliath grouper. Best bottom action 
on red and gag grouper continues to shift further off-
shore as the water temps climb. Large sharks can be 
targeted around the passes and some of these fish are 
VERY large animals including bull sharks over 500 
pounds and hammerheads pushing half a ton. 
 
Charlotte Harbor 
 
Tarpon are called silver kings and that title is earned 
every day now that we're approaching the peak of the 
season. Boca Grande Pass, off the beaches, in the 
deep holes in the harbor, in the rivers or under the 
bridges, there are plenty of places to tangle with a tro-
phy tarpon and now's the time. Some of the best snook 
fishing of the year is about ready to break loose, but 
remember that it's all catch and release during the 
spawning season closure. Mixed bag fishing on the flats 
is a safe bet for catches that will include trout, Spanish 
mackerel, bluefish, small sharks and a few cobia. Red-
fish will be caught along the mangroves during the 
higher summer tides we'll see this month, and can be 
targeted in potholes when the tide drops. 
 
 
Notes:  
Snook season closes May 1, opens September 1. 
New rules for reef fish species requiring circle 
hooks, unhooking devices and venting tools go into 
effect on June 1. 
 
 
Capt. Ralph Allen 
King Fisher Fleet 
www.kingfisherfleet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telephone 941-637-7748 
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com 
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DID YOU KNOW 
 

· CCA is one of the nation's largest marine  
      conservation associations with more than 96,000          
      members through 17 state chapters. 
 
· CCA is recognized by fishery managers as instru-

mental in the recovery of redfish, striped bass, king 
mackerel, Spanish mackerel, speckled trout, and 
swordfish.  

 
· CCA has helped establish gamefish status for bill-

fish and redfish, net bans in four states and the 
prohibition of many destructive commercial gear 
types.  

 
· CCA sued the National Marine Fisheries Service in 

federal court to reduce excessive billfish, shark and 
turtle bycatch in Atlantic and Gulf longline opera-
tions.  

 
· CCA has a registered lobbyist in Washington D.C. 

and has been active in federal fisheries issues 
since 1984.  

 
· CCA has a full-time, expert consultant for all Atlan-

tic fisheries management issues who provides rep-
resentation for CCA at every Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission meeting. 

 
· CCA has an advocacy fund that has been used to 

defend net bans and bycatch reduction devices, 
support pro-fisheries legislation and enforce exist-
ing fisheries regulations. 

 
· CCA helped draft and introduce the first-ever com-

prehensive longline management bill in the 106th 
U.S. Congress. 

 
· CCA was recently named to the National Fish 

Habitat Action Plan Board, which was created to 
protect and enhance fisheries habitat across the 
U.S. 

  
· CCA produces the nationally acclaimed TIDE 

magazine, special youth publication THE RISING 
TIDE and the heralded web site www.JoinCCA.org.  

 
· CCA created funding for two of the largest saltwa-

ter hatchery and research centers in the world.  
 
· CCA helped create and fund coastal derelict crab 

trap cleanup across the Gulf of Mexico.  
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When you want the best 

www.ingmanmarine.com 

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Gasparilla Location  -  697-1000 

HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRICK  - COBIA - 

SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON 


