
  

Charlotte Chapter 

September 2009 

Monthly Meeting  
7:00 P M Tuesday 
September 22th  at 

the 
new Charlotte Har-
bor Events and Con-

ference Center 
75 Taylor Street 

Punta Gorda, 33950 
Mission Statement 

The stated purpose of CCA 
is to advise and educate the  
public on conservation of  

marine resources. The  
objective of CCA is to  
conserve, promote and  
enhance the present and  

future availability of these 
coastal resources for the 
benefit and enjoyment of  

the  general public 

“STILL 
WANTED” 

Several good men or 
women to be on the 

Board of Directors of 
the  

Charlotte County 
Chapter of CCA  
Call or contact 

Tom Kasprzak at  
661-0580  

Or send him a email 
tomzgn@comcast.net 
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Snook are back in season 
and the reports I'm receiving 
are good. The backcountry 
and some of our more 
prominent bars, (the non-
alcoholic ones), are produc-
ing some very fine fish. Trout have come alive lately, 
as well, and are especially active in the morning with 
the big tides we've been having. Reds are starting to 
school up and become more active as the summer wa-
ter temperatures drop. Fall fishing is fantastic. Off-
shore reports have been successful with a bagful of 
different species all cooperating, resulting in some aw-
fully nice meals in the process. 
 
CCA Florida voiced opposition to NOAA's Special Advi-
sor Monica Medina's creation and implementation of 
catch-share programs. Commercial interests get 51% 
of a species catch and 49% of recreational. CCA Na-
tional's Chairman of the Government Relations Com-
mittee, Chester Brewer said, "Catch shares are obvi-
ously a major focus for this administration and we are 
concerned not only about the impact they have on rec-
reational fisheries, but also at the pace with which they 
are being pushed into the management system. Catch 
shares are on a fast track and we don't feel we have 
the luxury to 'just say no' - we've never chosen that op-
tion in any fisheries management crisis. Brewer went 
on to say that "We didn't do that during the debate over 
marine protected areas and we are not going to do it 
now. Catch shares are a real threat to the future of a 
number of recreational fisheries and they are not going 
to just go away anytime soon. We are going to stay 
very active on this issue to make sure recreational an-
glers are not left out of the debate and out of the fish-
ery."  
 
Your CCA is active on many fronts: on the state, re-
gional, and national level, and your support is crucial to 
our success. There are a number of good things that 
local chapters are doing to enhance CCA's positive im-
pact in the community. Members of a Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana CCA chapter participating in the 88th Tarpon 
Rodeo caught cleaned and donated sea trout, redfish 
and king mackerel to help feed the hungry at local food 
banks. At our local chapter I filed for a grant from Fish 
Florida, an organization that  promotes fishing 
among Florida's youth,  
 
Continued on page  7 
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Editor Note: 
This might be fun club to join.  I know when my late uncle died, my aunt gave me his old tackle box. 
In it I found  plugs dating back to the  early 40’s still in good shape.  I  still have the plug. 
 

C.C.A.T.C. 
Charlotte County Antique Tackle Collectors 

 

A fishing tackle collectors club is forming in Charlotte County.  One of the fastest growing hobbies 
out there ,will have a new home in Charlotte County. Starting  September 30, 2009. Meeting will take 
place at the Charlotte Park Civic Association clubhouse located at 420 Pompano Terrace in Punta 
Gorda.  The meetings will start at 6:30pm until? The cost is $3.00 per meeting. 
 
Collectors of reels, rods, terminal tackle, lures, or if it has to do with the sport of fishing, you’re wel-
come! From Split Bamboo to early Boron; from ABU reels to Zebco reels; from Action lures to Wright 
& McGill Company lures; etc., etc.; you’re all welcome to join.  
 
The club format will be one of learning and ‘show & tell’. Values, up & coming collectables, swaps 
and so on!  A public club, meaning: Open to anyone young or old; male or female; with an interest in 
collecting vintage fishing equipment or just learning about such.  Also, the club will help to find out 
the value, if any, on a ‘piece’ of gear or an entire collection. 
 
No annual dues, come to a meeting and pay the $3.00 or attend all 12 meetings, $36.00 total. Meet-
ings will take place the last Wednesday of each month. 
 
Come join the fun and learn what to watch for at garage sales, flea markets, the newspaper, 
grandpa’s gear, or uncle Fred’s shed! 
 
For more info call Dick Braun at 639-8330. 

Len Harris sent me some picture of a Whale shark. If do not know how big the fish was or where  the 
pictures were taken.  Judging  from some of the other picture, the length of the boat  was about  28’ 
or  30’. The length of the  Whale  shark  was longer than that. The Whale shark is a gentle fish that 
feeds on plankton. Notice the swimmer in the water ride on the tail .   
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 CCA Charlotte Chapter 

2009 Guide List 
Capt. Ralph Allen Capt. Jamie Allen Capt. Dave Andrews 
King Fisher Fleet Shallow Water Guide Serice Andrews Fishing 
941-639-0969 941-628-9031 941-410-7194 
   
Capt. Missy Becker Capt. Blake Beerbower Capt Colby Bevis 
Reel Women Charters Pro-Fish Charters Charlotte Harbor Adventures 
941-661-0002 941-628-9174 941-456-1203 
   
Capt. Jeff Boyette Capt. Justin Cauffman Capt Rick DePavia 
Snook Bite Adventures Salt Life Charters Flynutt Charters 
941-391-5796 941-815-2162 239-246-8726 
   
Capt Todd Gilbert Capt. Les Hill Capt. Ted Howell 
First Class Charters 941-743-6622 Flats Taxi Fishing Charters 
941-416-7905  941-637-8184 
   
Capt.Dave Jackson Capt. Wayne Kerry Capt. Andy Medina 
Tarpon Tangle  Adventures Big Hit Charters Medina Fishing Charters 
941-456-6318 941-626-4746 941-456-1540 
   
Capt. Mark Miller Capt. Mike Manis Capt. Mike Myers 
Finomeal Charters Flats Capt Charters Reel Shark Charters 
239-246-8726 941-628-7895 941-416-8047 
   
Capt. Noah Parry Capt. Tony Petrella Capt. Ryan Rowan 
Two by Two Charters Tight Loops Tarpon Captain 
941-815-7688 941-496-4289 941-706-7194 
   
Capt. Angel Torres Capt. F. van den Broeck Capt. Rod Walinchus 
Vicious Strike Fishing Charters Back Draft Charters 941-350-0525 
941-916-6431 941-505-1447  

   
Capt. Jay Withers   
Sliverlining Charters   
941-743-6499   

 
SEPTEMBER GENERAL MEETING DOOR PRIZES 

 
A $50 gift certificate from Captain Ted’s Tackle donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter  

A $50 gift certificate from Fishing Franks donated by CCA Charlotte Chapter 
  A $50 gift certificate for Shadez Polarized Sunglasses donated by Sandy Limberger 

 A $10 gift certificate donated by Rio Villa Bait and Tackle 
    A gallon of YamaLube donated  by Ingman Marine  
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Telephone 941-637-7748 
www.jcbeanefinancialservices.com 
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Capt. Ralph Allen 
King Fisher Fleet 
www.kingfisherfleet.com 

Gulf of Mexico 
 
Summertime bottom fishing on ex-
panses of flat rock continues to be a good bet for a 
mixed bag which includes red grouper, a few 
gags, lane snapper, triggerfish and other reef spe-
cies.  The artificial reefs and wrecks in 40 to 70 feet 
of water are holding mangrove snapper, cudas and 
plenty of Goliath grouper.  Wrecks and reefs in more 
than about 80 feet of water are starting to accumu-
late medium sized amberjack.  The fall mackerel 
runs are poised to get underway, look for swarms of 
Spanish mackerel to blitz through the area at times 
this month, though next month will offer more consis-
tent action on the Spanish and the first really good 
shot at king mackerel.  It's also possible to run 
across schools of large redfish offshore, these will be 
oversized fish that you'll find shadowing schools of 
bait or milling around the artificial reefs. 
 

Charlotte Harbor 
 
September may be one of the best months for target-
ing the Charlotte Harbor Slam:  snook, redfish, tar-
pon and trout.  This has been a good snook year and 
after the September 1 season opener you can ex-
pect to hear the sizzling sounds of frying snook filets 
courtesy of fish taken from all around the har-
bor.  September is often the last good tarpon month 
of the year (though tarpon stayed good well in Octo-
ber last year), look for silver kings around schools of 
surface-feeding ladyfish.  Trout fishing has been 
steady on the flats over much of the harbor and will 
improve as water temps start to fall.  Of the four legs 
of the Slam, the fishing for redfish has been the least 
exciting of late, but even so there are plenty of reds 
to be had in Pine Island Sound and in Matlacha 
Pass, and many of these fish will start moving to-
wards the upper harbor this month. 
 
Notes:   
Snook season closed May 1 opens September 1 
Trout season  closed  November 1 opens January 1  
Red snapper season closed August 15 
New State Law:   
Florida residents fishing from shore need a fishing license starting August 1 
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Ladies and Gentleman,  
  
You should read the following LEGISLATIVE WRAP UP for 2009. It could affect most boaters, in 
one way or the other, especially Seagrass Scarring and Boating Under the Influence sections. 
 

SB 1742 
 

Repealed the Shoreline Exemption from the Saltwater  Fishing License . Effective Aug 1, 2009 
 
Created a reduced fee, shoreline license, at a cost of $7.50 
 
Created exemptions – People fishing for subsistence. 
       People on medicade or food stamps. 
       People fishing with a cane pole in the county of residence. 

     All previous exemptions are still in place including over 65 and under 16 years   
     of age. 
  

The reduced fee license is estimated to generate $900,000 in revenue the first year, plus an addi-
tional $860,000 in federal match. Revenues will be used for marine fishery research, species man-
agement and law enforcement programs. 
Our license now satisfies the federal angler registration requirements and saves 600,000 to 800,000 
Florida anglers about $20 million in federal fees that would have been imposed through the federal 
angler registry. 
 
 

HB1423 
Effective October 1, 2009 
 
Seagrass Scarring 
This bill creates a noncriminal infraction for damaging seagrasses due to a careless operation of a 
boat that results in seagrass scarring in saltwater aquatic preserves. 
For a first offense, $50. 
For a second offense occurring within 12 months after a prior conviction, $250. 
For a third offense occurring within 36 months a prior conviction, $500. 
For a fourth or subsequent offense occurring within 72 months after a prior conviction, $1000. 
 
Boating Safety Education 
This section modifies current law for anyone operating a motorboat with 10 hp or more. In states that 
beginning Jan 1, 2010 any person being born after Jan 1, 1988 will be required to pass a boat safety 
course. 
 
Boating Under the Influence 
This section makes Boating Under the Influence violations consistent with laws related to Driving 
Under the Influence. Specifically, the blood alcohol level would be lowered from 0.20 to 0.15 to trig-
ger enhanced penalties when charged with a BUI. 
 
Fishing Permits 
As of July 1, 2010 
Snook Permit – Will increase from $2.00 to $10.00. 
Lobster Permit – Will increase from $2.00 to $5.00 
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When you want the best 

w 

www.ingmanmarine.com 

1189 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte, FL 33953 
Gasparilla Location  -  697-1000 

�

HEWES - PATHFINDER - MAVRICK  - COBIA - 

SEAHUNT - GRADY WHITE - BENNINGTON 
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  President        Tom Kasprzak               240-2699           
 Vice President       Pete Herber                  505-1344  
 Secretary         Robin Leonard               505-8556 
 Treasurer        Jeff Nilsson           637-5794 
  Membership        Dan Ferraris &           637-7305 
         Ken Deiffenback           639-7285 
  Publicity          Jay Lev                          575-9981 
  State Liaison        Len Harris           639-6546 
  Newsletter        Dick Doster           661-6720  
                      Bob Leonard                 505-8556 
         Mark DeGrove           637-0449 
         Mark Stancil           764-1341 
         Alan Rubin           629-8326 
         Missy Becker           833-4236 
         Jim Glenn                         639-2511 
    
 
          
  

and received it for our 4H Club sponsorship pro-
gram in Charlotte County. Our directors give the 
4H'ers the rods, reels and tackle boxes and in-
structions on various important subjects such as 
ethics, sportsmanship, knot tying, fish handling 
and a full program to involve them in the recrea-
tional fisheries at an early age. Those kids are 
the future of the sport and we want their introduc-
tion to be a good and positive one. CCA Charlotte 
would like to acknowledge and thank Fish Flor-
ida's Lara Kramer for all her assistance in obtain-
ing the grant. 
 
Fair Winds and Tight Lines! 
Tom Kasprzak 
CCA Charlotte President 

Not only is Tom a good president, he can catch fish. This is 
him with his neighbor Bob Baker with a 25” and 27” Redfish 


